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PARLIAMENTARY JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON
THE NATIONAL DISABILITY INSURANCE SCHEME

Wednesday 8 April 2015, Abbey Beach Resort, Busselton
Thursday 9 April 2015, Midland Town Hall, Perth Hills

Joint Committee WA hearing

On 8 and 9 April 2015, the Parliamentary Joint Standing Committee on the National
Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) will undertake two public hearings in Western Australia.
The first will be at the Abbey Beach Resort, 595 Bussell Highway, Busselton 6280, the
second at the Midland Town Hall, 39 Old Great Northern Highway, Midland 6056. The
hearings will look into the implementation and operation of the two WA trial sites for WA
NDIS My Way and the WA NDIS respectively; taking evidence from participants, their carers
and family members, as well as service providers and registered plan management providers
in WA.

The committee wants to understand the process that people with disability go through to
become participants at each trial site, and how they have received and used their package of
supports. The committee is also interested to know how service providers are finding the
transition from block funding to a competitive market under the two schemes.

The committee is asking current or potential WA NDIS My Way and WA NDIS participants,
their family members and carers and service providers to register for either of the WA trial
site hearings. If you wish to register to speak to the committee about your experiences with a
trial site, please contact the committee secretariat on (02) 6277 3083, or return this
completed form , along with the attached Hansard Witness Form by email to:
ndis.sen@aph.gov.au.

NDIS Joint Standing Committee WA Public Hearing Registration
Please indicate which hearing you wish to attend:

1) 8 April 2015 Time:11.30am Location: Abbey Beach Resort, Busselton

2) 9 April 2015 Time: 9.00am Location: Midland Town Hall, Perth Hills

3) Both

Names of those attending

Number of people attending Best contact number

Email Address

Age of NDIS/NDIS My Way participant (if applicable)

Are you currently a registered NDIS/NDIS My Way participant? Yes/No, which? NDIS/NDIS My
Way

Accessibility needs
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HANSARD WITNESS FORM

To ensure accuracy of the Hansard, please PRINT all information.

NOTE: The purpose of this form is to ensure your basic details (name, title and position) are recorded correctly in the
Hansard transcript. These details will appear in the transcript and should be provided in full. Your contact details will not
appear in the Hansard or be used in any other way.

Surname:

Given name/s:
Title/Rank (eg: Mr, Mrs, Ms, Miss, Prof., Dr, Lt. Gen.):

[] Appearing as a private individual OR

[ ] Appearing on behalf of an organisation
Position:

Organisation:

Address:

E-mail address (if available):

Address to which you want the Hansard transcript sent, if different to email address:

Please note that the Hansard editor may need to talk to you before you leave the hearing to check words, phrases or acronyms given in
evidence. Please also provide a telephone number should we need to contact you regarding your evidence after the fact.

Telephone no—Business hours:

Mobile:
(Please note that the provision of a mobile number enables secretariat staff to more easily contact you regarding hearing
details.)

Name of Committee (in full):

[ JHouse of Representatives [X] Joint [] Senate
[ Legislation [] References [] Select

Date & Venue:

Short reference: NDIS Joint Standing Committee (Trial site visits)
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Procedures to be observed by Senate Committees for the protection of witnesses

In their dealings with witnesses, all committees of the Senate shall observe the following
procedures:

1. A witness shall be invited to attend a committee meeting to give evidence. A witness shall
be summoned to appear (whether or not the witness was previously invited to appear) only
where the committee has made a decision that the circumstances warrant the issue of a
summons.

2. Where a committee desires that a witness produce documents relevant to the committee's
inquiry, the witness shall be invited to do so, and an order that documents be produced shall
be made (whether or not an invitation to produce documents has previously been made) only
where the committee has made a decision that the circumstances warrant such an order.

3. A witness shall be given reasonable notice of a meeting at which the witness is to appear,
and shall be supplied with a copy of the committee's order of reference, a statement of the
matters expected to be dealt with during the witness's appearance, and a copy of these
procedures. Where appropriate, a witness shall be supplied with a transcript of relevant
evidence already taken.

4. A witness shall be given opportunity to make a submission in writing before appearing to
give oral evidence.

5. Where appropriate, reasonable opportunity shall be given for a witness to raise any matters
of concern to the witness relating to the witness's submission or the evidence the witness is
to give before the witness appears at a meeting.

6. A witness shall be given reasonable access to any documents that the witness has
produced to a committee.

7. A witness shall be offered, before giving evidence, the opportunity to make application,
before or during the hearing of the witness's evidence, for any or all of the witness's evidence
to be heard in private session, and shall be invited to give reasons for any such application. If
the application is not granted, the witness shall be notified of reasons for that decision.

8. Before giving any evidence in private session a witness shall be informed whether it is the
intention of the committee to publish or present to the Senate all or part of that evidence, that
it is within the power of the committee to do so, and that the Senate has the authority to order
the production and publication of undisclosed evidence.

9. A chairman of a committee shall take care to ensure that all questions put to witnesses are
relevant to the committee's inquiry and that the information sought by those questions is
necessary for the purpose of that inquiry. Where a member of a committee requests
discussion of a ruling of the chairman on this matter, the committee shall deliberate in
private session and determine whether any question which is the subject of the ruling is to be
permitted.

10. Where a witness objects to answering any question put to the witness on any ground,
including the ground that the question is not relevant or that the answer may incriminate the
witness, the witness shall be invited to state the ground upon which objection to answering
the question is taken. Unless the committee determines immediately that the question should
not be pressed, the committee shall then consider in private session whether it will insist
upon an answer to the question, having regard to the relevance of the question to the
committee's inquiry and the importance to the inquiry of the information sought by the
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question. If the committee determines that it requires an answer to the question, the witness
shall be informed of that determination and the reasons for the determination, and shall be
required to answer the question only in private session unless the committee determines that
it is essential to the committee's inquiry that the question be answered in public session.
Where a witness declines to answer a question to which a committee has required an answer,
the committee shall report the facts to the Senate.

11. Where a committee has reason to believe that evidence about to be given may reflect
adversely on a person, the committee shall give consideration to hearing that evidence in
private session.

12. Where a witness gives evidence reflecting adversely on a person and the committee is not
satisfied that evidence is relevant to the committee's inquiry, the committee shall give
consideration to expunging that evidence from the transcript of evidence, and to forbidding
the publication of that evidence.

13. Where evidence is given which reflects adversely on a person and action of the kind
referred to in paragraph (12) is not taken in respect of the evidence, the committee shall
provide reasonable opportunity for that person to have access to that evidence and to respond
to that evidence by written submission and appearance before the committee.

14. A witness may make application to be accompanied by counsel and to consult counsel in
the course of a meeting at which the witness appears. In considering such an application, a
committee shall have regard to the need for the witness to be accompanied by counsel to
ensure the proper protection of the witness. If an application is not granted, the witness shall
be notified of reasons for that decision.

15. A witness accompanied by counsel shall be given reasonable opportunity to consult
counsel during a meeting at which the witness appears.

16. An officer of a department of the Commonwealth or of a State shall not be asked to give
opinions on matters of policy, and shall be given reasonable opportunity to refer questions
asked of the officer to superior officers or to a Minister.

17. Reasonable opportunity shall be afforded to witnesses to make corrections of errors of
transcription in the transcript of their evidence and to put before a committee additional
material supplementary to their evidence.

18. Where a committee has any reason to believe that any person has been improperly
influenced in respect of evidence which may be given before the committee, or has been
subjected to or threatened with any penalty or injury in respect of any evidence given, the
committee shall take all reasonable steps to ascertain the facts of the matter. Where the
committee considers that the facts disclose that a person may have been improperly
influenced or subjected to or threatened with penalty or injury in respect of evidence which
may be or has been given before the committee, the committee shall report the facts and its
conclusions to the Senate.

Matters constituting contempts in relation to Senate committees

Without derogating from its power to determine that particular acts constitute contempt, the
Senate declares as a matter of general guidance, that the following breaches may be treated
by the Senate as contempts.
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Interference with witnesses

A person shall not, by fraud, intimidation, force or threat of any kind, by the offer or promise
of any inducement or benefit of any kind, or by other improper means, influence another
person in respect of any evidence given or to be given before the Senate or a committee, or
induce another person to refrain from giving such evidence.

Molestation of witnesses

A person shall not inflict any penalty or injury upon, or deprive of any benefit, another
person on account of any evidence given or to be given before the Senate or a committee.

Offences by witnesses etc.
A witness before the Senate or a committee shall not:

a. without reasonable excuse, refuse to make an oath or affirmation or give similar
undertaking to tell the truth when required to do so;

b. without reasonable excuse, refuse to answer any relevant question put to the witness
when required to do so; or

c. give any evidence which the witness knows to be false or misleading in a material
particular, or which the witness does not believe on reasonable grounds to be true or
substantially true in every material particular.

A person shall not, without reasonable excuse:
a. refuse or fail to attend before the Senate or a committee when ordered to do so; or

b. refuse or fail to produce documents, or to allow the inspection of documents, in
accordance with an order of the Senate or of a committee.

A person shall not wilfully avoid service of an order of the Senate or of a committee.

A person shall not destroy, damage, forge or falsify any document required to be produced by
the Senate or by a committee.

Unauthorised disclosure of evidence etc.
A person shall not, without the authority of the Senate or a committee, publish or disclose:

a. a document that has been prepared for the purpose of submission, and submitted, to
the Senate or a committee and has been directed by the Senate or a committee to be
treated as evidence taken in private session or as a document confidential to the
Senate or the committee;

b. any oral evidence taken by the Senate or a committee in private session, or a report
of any such oral evidence; or

c. any proceedings in private session of the Senate or a committee or any report of
such proceedings,

unless the Senate or a committee has published, or authorised the publication of, that
document, that oral evidence or a report of those proceedings.
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